ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION

54
Bloodstream infections caused by Candida spp. are the most common invasive fungal 55 infections (1, 2). Patients at risk of candidemia are those who are immunocompromised, 56 e.g., those with hematologic and solid organ malignancies, those receiving 57 immunosuppressive therapy, those with chronic renal failure, and those treated with 58 antibiotics or invasive catheters (2, 3) . In the population of the United States (US), the 59 incidence of hospital-acquired candidemia is as high as 10 cases per 100,000 patients (4).
60
The 2013 annual epidemiological report of the European Centre for Disease Prevention
61
and Control (ECDC) stated that Candida spp. are the fifth most frequently isolated 62 microorganism in ICU-acquired bloodstream infections in the European Union (5).
63
Mortality rates due to Candida bloodstream infections vary from 45% to 53% depending 64 on the population investigated (6, 7). Although C. albicans is still the most frequently 65 isolated Candida species in candidemia, non-albicans species (N-CA) are increasingly 66 found to be the causative agents (8-12).
67
Of particular concern is emerging resistance to both the antifungal classes of azoles and were <1 mg/l for S and >8 mg/l for R. Therefore, only EA was determined. 
RESULTS
184
The MICs of 187 Candida spp. strains were assessed by the EUCAST reference BMD antifungal agents are summarized in Table 1 (AMB, FLC, VRC, and POS) and Table 2 189 (CAS, ANI, and MICA).
190
In general, the MIC results for all agents were typical for each Candida species, as 191 previously described (27, 31 dilutions allowed us to obtain a better harmonization of the dilution ranges and the
252
EUCAST breakpoints.
253
Nevertheless, antifungal susceptibility testing with echinocandins is generally difficult.
254
According to the newest EUCAST Antifungal Clinical Breakpoint BMD protocol and the CLSI broth microdilution reference method (19, 20, 31, (33) (34) (35) .
265
To assess the reliability of the agar gradient diffusion method, generally known as Etest, 
